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KEY NOTES
The Newsletter of the Department of Music
  
The Georgia Southern University Jazz Ensemble, under the direction of
Dr. Rick Mason, will present their first concert of the spring semester
on Tuesday, February 13, 2018 at 7:30 PM in the Performing Arts Center
on the Statesboro campus of Georgia Southern University.
  
The 19 piece big band will perform music representing a variety of styles
including Latin jazz, ballads, swing, funk, and bebop, from notable
composers Thelonious Monk, Dizzy Gillespie, Duke Ellington, Henry
Mancini, Kris Berg, and Sammy Nestico.
  
The concert is free and open to the public
Award Winning Opera and Song Composer Ricky Ian Gordon to Give
Master Class
  
 As part of the Georgia Southern University Vocal Arts Festival, one of
America’s foremost opera and song composers of today, Ricky Ian
Gordon will visit Statesboro and present a master class on his songs
featuring ten voice students from the Department of Music, Saturday
February 17 from 2-5 pm.  The master class will take place at Trinity
Episcopal Church in Statesboro and is free and open to the public. 
Gordon will be in the area as a judge for the American Traditions Vocal
Competition (ATC) in Savannah taking place February 19-24th.  On
Monday, February 19th Gordon will be singing in the judge’s concert for
the competition and will be joined by Morgan James and Lynnette
Hawkins who will also perform.  Complete info on Gordon’s events with
the ATC can be found at americantraditionscompetition.com. 
  
 Ricky Ian Gordon’s most recent premieres include The House Without A
Christmas Tree (2017, libretto by Royce Vavrek, commissioned and
premiered by Houston Grand Opera) a holiday opera for young audiences
that The Wall Street Journal describes as “a charming, family-friendly
piece,” and a reduction of The Grapes of Wrath (2017 two-act version
commissioned and premiered by the Opera Theatre of St. Louis) which
the Chicago Tribune calls “a great American opera.”
  
 A highly prolific composer, Ricky Ian Gordon’s catalog also
includes Morning Star about Jewish immigrants in New York’s Lower
East Side in the beginning of the 20th century; 27 about Gertrude Stein’s
salons at 27 rue de Fleurus; A Coffin In Egypt a haunting tale of memory
and murder, racism and recrimination; Rappahannock inspired by
diaries, letters, and personal accounts from the 1860s; Sycamore Treesa
musical about suburban secrets and family; The Grapes of
Wrath; Green Sneakers a theatrical song cycle for Baritone, String
Quartet, and Empty Chair; Orpheus and Euridice (2005); My Life with
Albertine (2003); Night Flight To San Francisco and Antarctica (2000)
from Tony Kushner’s Angels In America; Dream True (1999); States Of
Independence (1992); The Tibetan Book of the Dead (1996); Only
Heaven (1995).
  
 Upcoming projects include the opera Intimate Apparel with Playwright,
Lynn Nottage, commissioned by New York’s Metropolitan Opera and
Lincoln Center Theater, Private Confessions with Playwright, Richard
Nelson, commissioned by The Goodman Theater in Chicago, Ellen
West (libretto by Frank Bidart) commissioned by Beth Morrison Projects
for a 2019 premiere, and an opera based on Giorgio Bassani’s novel, The
Garden of the Finzi Continis with librettist Michael Korie.
The Strings at Southern Chamber Music Festival (SASCMF) and Georgia
Southern Symphony will present two events: Gala Chamber Music
recital, Saturday February 17, 7:30 PM in Carter Recital Hall, and the
Georgia Southern Symphony concert in the Performing Arts
Center, Sunday, February 18, 3:00 PM. The annual Strings at Southern
Chamber Music Festival bring string players from the Southeast Coastal
region and beyond to study with the internationally acclaimed Elaris Duo
(Dr. Larisa Elisha, violin and Dr. Steven Elisha, cello), Directors of the
Festival and the String Program at Georgia Southern University. The Gala
Chamber Music program will feature the Georgia Southern Magnolia
String Quartet (Dr. Larisa Elisha, Director), Mellow-Cello Fellowship,
String Camerata and other chamber ensembles comprised of students
from the Savannah School of the Arts, Golden Isle (Brunswick, GA)
Chamber Ensemble (Ms.Misty Renard-Laskowski, Director) and Cypress
Lake (Ft. Myers, FL) High School Center for the Arts Sinfonietta
Orchestra (Ms. Kayla Lisa, Director). As the final event of the festival, the
Georgia Southern Symphony, under the baton of Dr. Steven Elisha, will
feature winners of the 2018 Georgia Southern Symphony Solo
Competition, Na Yeon Kim, cello (first place) and Benjamin Cork, violin
(second place), performing Elgar’s Cello Concerto in E Minor, Op. 85
(Movement 1) and Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto in D Major, Op.
35 (Movement 1).The symphony program also includes Tchaikovsky's
Opera Prelude to the Queen of Spades and Romeo and Juliet Overture-
Fantasy. Both concerts are free and open to the public.

Arikka Gregory and David Murray celebrate the anniversary of their first
collaboration with a retrospective concert of their favorite music performed
together these past 10 years. Selections will include songs and arias by
Nadia Boulanger, Pietro Mascagni, Charles Ives, Manuel de Falla,
Dominick Argento, Ben Moore, and David Murray. Admission is free and
open to the public.
Southern Saxophones is excited to welcome Susan Fancher and
pianist Inara Zandname to GSU for an On The Verge concert
on Monday, February 26 at 7:30 pm at the Carol A. Carter Recital Hall. 
An advocate for contemporary composers, Dr. Fancher’s recital will
include works by American composers Dorothy Chang and Mark
Engebretson. She will also give a masterclass for the saxophone studio
on Sunday, February 25, from 2 to 4 pm.  Both events are in the Carter
Recital Hall and are open to the public. Dr. Fancher’s appearance is
made possible by a grant from the Campus Life Enrichment Committee
and funding from Selmer and Vandoren.
THIRD COAST PERCUSSION AT GEORGIA SOUTHERN
The Department of Music at Georgia Southern University, in partnership with
Garrison School for the Arts, is proud to present Grammy award-winning group Third
Coast Percussion. The Chicago-based ensemble will be performing –as part of the
university’s On The Verge new music series– on Tuesday, March 6, at 7:30 pm at
the Carol A. Carter Recital Hall on the Statesboro Campus. In addition, the group
will be leading outreach activities for students at the campuses of Garrison in
Savannah and Georgia Southern in Statesboro at different times on March 5th.
Admission for this event is free thanks to the kind sponsorship of the Georgia Music
Foundation, Braswell's Food Company,  Statesboro Properties, and Citizens Bank,
as well as the Campus Life Enrichment Committee and the College of Arts and
Humanities at Georgia Southern.  
On The Verge, Georgia Southern’s  new music series, has made southern Georgia a
regular stop for some of the finest performers of contemporary art music in the
United States and abroad.
For more information, please contact Dr. Martín Gendelman, director of the On The
Verge new music series, at (912) 478-7903. 
Músicas Argentinas (Emilio Peroni, piano) 
The Department of Music at Georgia Southern University welcomes guest
artist Emilio Peroni as he presents Músicas Argentinas, a program of
Argentine music of the 20th and 21st centuries, including some tangos,
works by renowned composers like Juan Carlos Paz and Alberto
Ginastera and the recently premiered Ocho Preludios, by composer and
GSU faculty member Martín Gendelman, among others. Wednesday,
March 7 at 7:30 pm. Carter Recital Hall. GSU Statesboro Campus.
For a complete schedule of Upcoming Events in the Department, visit 
http://cah.georgiasouthern.edu/music/  
and click on "Calendar of Events."
  
All events are free and open to the public.
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